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It is the fall of 1950. The Marines have made a pivotal breakthrough at Inchon, but a roller coaster

awaits them. The bit in his teeth, Douglas MacArthur is intent on surging across the 38th parallel

toward the Yalu River, where he is certain no Chinese are waiting for him, while Major Ken McCoy,

operating undercover, hears a different story entirely, and is just as intent on nailing down the truth

before it is too late. Meanwhile, Brigadier General Fleming Pickering, shuttling between two

continents, works desperately to mediate the escalating battle between MacArthur and President

Harry Truman, while trying to keep his mind from the cold fact that somewhere out there, his own

daredevil pilot son, Pick, is lost behind enemy lines - and may be lost forever. Before Retreat, Hell!

is finished, all their fates will be determined - and for some of them, it will be a bitter pill indeed.
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A major improvement over the mediocre Under Fire, Griffin returns to form with Retreat, Hell! He

shows his usual impeccable attention to detail and histoical accuracy, which was sadly lacking in

Under Fire.This novel covers the peiod in the Korean War in which the situation turned around for

the UN forces and the overextended North Koreans were chased back across the 38th Parallel with

the US Army and its allies in full pursuit. The Pick Pickering-is-MIA situation is resolved in an

imaginative way I didn't see coming; a couple of new characters are introduced who seem very

interesting (and don't I just wish Griffin could rewrite the Brotherhood of War series to integrate them

into it!); and a character is killed off in a way that is utterly consistent and tragic, with the potential for



serious impact on others in the next book. Good writing.I have to admit that I find what Griffin is

doing with Ken McCoy a little disconcerting. He seems to think McCoy's name is Mac MacMillan

and that he is running Task Force Able. However, as Griffin seem to have no intention of crossing

any Brotherhood of War characters over to The Corps (given what he has his characters doing, I

would have expected at least passing references to the activities of MacMillan and Mouse Felter, if

not to Duke Lowell and his panzers), I suppose there are no grounds for complaint.The timeline is

heading into the final confrontation between Truman and MacArthur. The one thing that surprised

and disappointed me, given El Supremo's frequent appearances and conversations with Brigadier

General Pickering, is that there is no sign of the animosity that was building, not even at the Wake

Island Conference (or 'summit') between Truman and MacArthur; at which he has Pickering present

at Truman's orders.
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